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Ends of Enlightenment explores three realms of eighteenth-century
European innovation that remain active in the twenty-first century: the
realist novel, philosophical thought, and the physical sciences,
especially human anatomy. The European Enlightenment was a state of
being, a personal stance, and an orientation to the world. Ways of
probing experience and knowledge in the novel and in the visual arts
were interleaved with methods of experimentation in science and
philosophy.  This book's fresh perspective considers the novel as an art
but also as a force in thinking. The critica


