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Russian anthropological and biological sciences and Jewish race --
Stereotypes of pathology: the medicalization of the Jewish body by
Anton Chekhov, 1880s -- Carnal Jews of the fin-de-siecle: Vasily
Rozanov, the Jewish body, and incest -- Ilya Ehrenburg and his
picaresque Jewish bodies of the 1920s -- Criminal bodies and love of
the yellow metal: the Jewish male and Stalinist culture, 1930s-1950s --
Sadists' bodies of the anti-Zionist campaign era: 1960s-1970s --
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Goldstein and the postmodern Russian Jewish body in Israel, 2000s --
The real Jewish bodies of oligarchs: important Jewish personalities and
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Exemplary Bodies: Constructing the Jew in Russian Culture since 1880's
explores the construction of the Jew's physical and ontological body in
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Russian culture as represented in literature, film, and non-literary texts
from the 1880's to the present. With the rise of the dominance of
biological and racialist discourse in the 1880's, the depiction of Jewish
characters in Russian literary and cultural productions underwent a
significant change, as these cultural practices recast the Jew not only as
an archetypal "exotic" and religious or class Other (as in Romanticism
and realist writing), but as a biological Other whose acts, deeds, and
thoughts were determined by racial differences. This Jew allegedly had
physical and psychological characteristics that were genetically
determined and that could not be changed by education, acculturation,
conversion to Christianity, or change of social status. This stereotype
has become a stable archetype that continues to operate in
contemporary Russian society and culture.
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This book examines the intersection of urban society and modern
politics among Jews in turn of the century Warsaw, Europe's largest
Jewish center at the time. By focusing on the tumultuous events
surrounding the Revolution of 1905, Barricades and Banners argues
that the metropolitanization of Jewish life led to a need for new forms
of community and belonging, and that the ensuing search for collective
and individual order gave birth to the new institutions, organizations,
and practices that would define modern Jewish society and politics for
the remainder of the twentieth century.


