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Utilizing narratives of seven different people-soldier, rebel, student,
trader, evangelist, father, and politician-I Did it To Save My Life
provides fresh insight into how ordinary Sierra Leoneans survived the
war that devastated their country for a decade. Individuals in the town
of Makeni narrate survival through the rubric of love, and by telling
their stories and bringing memory into the present, create for
themselves a powerful basis on which to reaffirm the rightness of their
choices and orient themselves to a livable everyday. The book
illuminates a social world based on love, a deep, compassionate
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relationship based on material exchange and nurturing, that transcends
romance and binds people together across space and through time. In
situating their wartime lives firmly in this social world, they call into
question the government's own narrative that Makeni residents openly
collaborated with the rebel RUF during its three-year occupation of the
town. Residents argue instead that it was the government's disloyalty to
its people, rather than rebel invasion and occupation, which destroyed
the town and forced uneasy co-existence between civilians and
militants.
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Fine black boy for sale : separation and loss among enslaved children
-- Let no man put asunder : separation of husbands and wives -- They
may see their children again : white attitudes toward separation -- Blue
glass beads tied in a rag of cotton cloth : the search for family during
slavery -- Information wanted : the search for family after
emancipation -- Happiness too deep for utterance : reunification of
families -- Epilogue. Help me to find my people : genealogies of
separation.
After the Civil War, African Americans placed poignant ""information
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wanted"" advertisements in newspapers, searching for missing family
members. Inspired by the power of these ads, Heather Andrea Williams
uses slave narratives, letters, interviews, public records, and diaries to
guide readers back to devastating moments of family separation during
slavery when people were sold away from parents, siblings, spouses,
and children. Williams explores the heartbreaking stories of separation
and the long, usually unsuccessful journeys toward reunification.
Examining the interior lives of the enslave


