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Nanotechnology promises to transform the materials of everyday life,
leading to smaller and more powerful computers, more durable plastics
and fabrics, cheap and effective water purification systems, more
efficient solar panels and storage batteries, and medical devices
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capable of tracking down and killing cancer cells or treating
neurological diseases. Policy analysts predict a radical change in the
industrial sector; at present, the U.S. government spends nearly 2
billion annually on nanotechnology research and development. Yet the
nanotechnology revolution is not straightforward. Enthusiasm


