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CIVIL RIGHTS   HISTORY   BROADCAST JOURNALISM--> In the years
before the civil rights era, American broadcasting reflected the interests
of the white mainstream, especially in the South. Today, the face of
local television throughout the nation mirrors the diversity of the local
populations. The impetus for change began in 1964, when the Office of
Communication of the United Church of Christ and two black
Mississippians, Aaron Henry and Reverend R. L. T. Smith, challenged
the broadcasting license of WLBT, an NBC affiliate in Jackson,
Mississippi. The lawsuit was the catalyst that would bring s
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