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Why is the Isle of Dogs in the Thames called Isle of Dogs? Did King
Canute’s men bring English usage back to Jutland? How can we find out
where English speakers suck their breath in to give a short response?
And what did the Brontés do about dialect and think about foreign
languages? The answers are in this collection of empirical work on
English past and present in honour of Nils-Lennart Johannesson,
Professor of English Language at Stockholm University. The first five
chapters report individual studies forming an overview of current issues
in the study of Old and Middle English phonology, lexis and syntax. The
next six look at Early Modern and Modern English from a historical
point of view, using data from corpora, manuscript archives, and

fiction. Two more look at the Old English scholar JRR Tolkien and his
work. The remaining chapters discuss aspects of Modern English.
Several use corpora to look at English usage in itself or in relation to
Swedish, French, or Norwegian. The last three look at grammatical
models, the pragmatics of second language use, and modern English
semantics.
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Introduction -- From tax theory to policy : an overview -- Landmarks
of optimal tax theory -- The evolution of policy and advice --
Challenges for the theory of tax policy -- Commitment --
Heterogeneity of individual utility functions -- Behavioral issues --
Responsibility and compensation -- Political economy -- Optimal
analysis versus reform analysis -- Summary of lessons for tax policy --
Policy lessons from optimal tax theory -- Uniformity of commodity
taxes -- The Corlett-Hague theorem -- The Atkinson-Stiglitz theorem
-- Production efficiency : implications and caveats -- Capital taxation
and the personal tax base -- Linear taxation in a dynamic setting --
Nonlinear taxation in a dynamic setting -- The issue of progressivity --
Asymmetric information and market failure -- Policy lessons from
normative analysis -- Relaxing the second-best constraints -- The use
of supplementary policy instruments -- Making use of, and acquiring,
more information -- Conclusions -- Challenges for second-best
analysis -- Fundamentals of the standard approach -- The
commitment issue -- Heterogeneous preferences and utility --
Behavioral issues -- Political economy -- Concluding comments.

Many things inform a country's choice of tax system, including political



considerations, public opinion, bureaucratic complexities, and ideas
drawn from theoretical analysis. In this work, Robin Boadway examines
the role of optimal tax analysis in informing and influencing tax policy
design.



