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At the rise of the Tudor age, England began to form a national identity.
With that sense of self came the beginnings of the colonialist notion of
the ""other"""" Ireland, however, proved a most difficult other because it
was so closely linked, both culturally and geographically, to England.
Ireland's colonial position was especially complex because of the
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political, religious, and ethnic heritage it shared with England. Andrew
Murphy asserts that the Irish were seen not as absolute but as
""proximate"" others. As a result, English writing about Ireland was a
problematic process, since standard
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