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For several years, the armies of Napoleon III deployed some 450
Muslim Sudanese slave soldiers in Veracruz, the port of Mexico City. As
in the other case of Western hemisphere military slavery (the West India
Regiments, a British unit in existence 1795-1815), the Sudanese were
imported from Africa in the hopes that they would better survive the
tropical diseases that so terribly afflicted European soldiers. In both
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cases, the Africans did indeed fulfill these expectations. The mixture of
cultures embodied by this event has piqued the interest of several
historians, so it is by no means unkn


