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Ecologists are increasingly tackling difficult issues like global change,
loss of biodiversity and sustainability of ecosystem services. These and
related topics are enormously challenging, requiring unprecedented
multidisciplinary collaboration and rapid synthesis of large amounts of
diverse data into information and ultimately knowledge. New sensors,
computers, data collection and storage devices and analytical and
statistical methods provide a powerful tool kit to support analyses,
graphics and visualizations that were unthinkable even a few years ago.
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