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The unifying theme of the book is the imperfect nature of the
cosmopolitan approaches and schemes of selected writers in early

nnm



modern European history. It challenges the widespread assumption that
the eighteenth century was a cosmopolitan century, and argues that
many writers labelled as 'cosmopolitans' turn out to be half-way
cosmopolitans at best, writers focussing on European society (rather
than their own home countries), or endorsing a form of
cosmopolitanism very different from contemporary notions. Individual
chapters analyse the cosmopolitan dimension of the so-called

‘classical’ write



