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This book compares a variety of biblical narratives with the stories
found in several Northwest Semitic inscriptions from the ancient
kingdom of Judah and its contemporary Syro-Palestinian neighbors. In
genre, language, and cultural context, these epigraphic stories are
closer to biblicalnarratives than any other ancient Near Eastern
narrative corpus. For the first time, Parker analyzes and appreciates
these stories as narratives and sets them beside comparable biblical
stories. He illuminates the narrative character and techniques of both
epigraphic and biblical stories and in manycases revea


