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In 1873, Amos Jay Cummings, a decorated Civil War veteran and
journalist for the New York Sun newspaper, set out on a westward
journey aboard the newly completed transcontinental railroad. For
some time, miners, settlers, and entrepreneurs had already been
heading west to make their fortunes, and Cummings made the trip in
part to see what all the fuss was about. During his six-month
expedition from Kansas to California, Cummings sent extraordinary
and engaging accounts of the American West back to his readers in
New York. Collected in this volume for the first time are Cummings's
portraits of.


