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This volume provides a comprehensive and balanced survey of the state
of American public education. It examines the trend in the quality of

the public schools over the past 100 years, and reviews the possible
reasons for a decline in quality. The work focuses on the importance of
local control in American public education and how it has been steadily
eroded. Franciosi advocates school choice as a way of restoring greater
control by parents over their children's schools. This work is distinct
among calls of reform in that it takes a skeptical attitude towards the
centralized school reform movem



