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Social scientists have long recognized that solidarity is essential for
such phenomena as social order, class, and ethnic consciousness, and
the provision of collective goods. In presenting a new general theory of
group solidarity, Michael Hechter here contends that it is indeed
possible to build a theory of solidarity based on the action of rational
individuals and in doing so he goes beyond the timeworn disciplinary
boundaries separating the various social sciences.
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Historical Dictionary of Metaphysics focuses on metaphysics in Western
philosophy, the metaphysical tradition that developed under the
influence of Greek philosophy, and especially Plato and Aristotle. It
offers a comprehensive, current guide to the many facets of
metaphysics through a chronology, an introductory essay, a
bibliography and over 300 cross-referenced dictionary entries on
concepts, people, works, and technical terms. This volume is an
invaluable resource for student and scholar alike.



