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In September 1862 the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia and the
Union Army of the Potomac conducted one of the truly great campaigns
of the Civil War. At South Mountain, Harpers Ferry, and Antietam, North
and South clashed in engagements whose magnitude and importance
would earn this campaign a distinguished place in American military
history. The siege of Harpers Ferry produced the largest surrender of U.
S. troops in the nation's history until World War II, while the day-long
battle at Antietam on September 17 still holds the distinction of being
the single bloodiest day of combat in Amer
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How do we know what happened in the past? We cannot go back, and
no amount of historical data can enable us to understand with absolute
certainty what life was like "then." It is easy to demolish the very idea of
historical knowing, but it is impossible to demolish the importance of
historical knowing. In an age of cable television pundits and
anonymous bloggers dueling over history, the value of owning history
increases at the same time as our confidence in history as a way of
knowing crumbles. Historical knowledge thus presents a paradox - the
more it is required, the less reliable it has be
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