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As the system of human rights special procedures goes forward to deal
with the continuing and new challenges of human rights protection it is
of great value to record and recall the considerable body of practice
and precedents they have developed for the protection of human rights
since the first special procedure was established in the mid 1960's.
That is the particular merit of this path-breaking book. The author,
who was one of the pioneers in the establishment and operation of the
system of special procedures, tells in this book the story of the
establishment, history, operations, successes and challenges of the
special procedures through the lens of efforts for international
protection. In the introduction he summarizes their protection roles,
which he sets out further in the substantive chapters. In the conclusion
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he provides an assessment of their protection roles. He notes that while
they contribute greatly, the challenges of international protection are
still many, and the author invites the international community to a
higher level of protection.


