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Dominant cultural narratives about later life dismiss the value senior
citizens hold for society. In her cultural-philosophical critique, Hanne
Laceulle outlines counter narratives that acknowledge both potentials
and vulnerabilities of later life. She draws on the rich philosophical
tradition of thought about self-realization and explores the

significance of ethical concepts essential to the process of growing old
such as autonomy, authenticity and virtue. These counter narratives
aim to support older individuals in their search for a meaningful age
identity, while they make society recognize its senior members as
valued participants and moral agents of their own lives.
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First published in French in 2008 as "Contrepoint entre le sens
commun et la philosophie en Islam Ghazali et Averroes" by Editions du
Cerf, Paris.

Includes bibliographical references (p. [109]-126) and index.

Journeys of Ghazali and Averroes to their diverse conceptions of the
role of reason -- From the chimera of philosophy to the evidence of
"the just balance" -- The decisive criterion of the distinction between
Islam and hypocrisy (zandaga) -- Averroes, philospher-reader of the
precious book -- Reorganization of the world according to Aristotle in
the light of Quranic revelation by Averroes -- Ghazali and Averroes in
Muslim society.

This book examines the contrasting interpretations of Islam and the
Qur'an by Averroes and Al-Ghazali, as a way of helping us untangle
current impasses affecting each Abrahamic faith. This has traditionally
been portrayed as a battle between philosophy and theology, but the
book shows that Averroes was rather more religious and Al-Ghazali
more philosophical than they are usually portrayed. The book traces
the interaction between two Muslim thinkers, showing how each is
convinced of the existence of a Book in which God is revealed to
rational beings, to whom He has given commandments,






