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Trials are well known as paradigmatic legal events. Some attract wide
attention; others mostly escape notice. Indeed in the United States
trials have recently become rare, with some scholars bemoaning the
death of the trial. This issue of "Studies in Law, Politics and Society"
contains, along with two general interest articles, a symposium on the
past, present, and future of the trial. It brings together the work of
leading scholars to think about the nature, utility, and limits of trials.
This work takes stock of the field, charts its progress, and points the
way for its future development.


