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Henri Michaux is both a recognised poet and visual artist, arguably one
of the greatest ‘double artists’ of the twentieth century. This book
presents the first detailed examination of a particular interdisciplinary
aspect of his production, namely, the innovative experimentation with
signs contained in four works: Mouvements, Par la voie des rythmes,
Saisir and Par des traits . Questions arise concerning their literary and
visual status as, in their attempt to render interior rhythm and
dynamism, they occupy an interstitial space between writing and
drawing, between the book and the canvas, between the Western
alphabet and Chinese characters. This study addresses these questions
by analysing the conception, production and reception of Michaux’s
signs and the literary and artistic contexts in which they were
produced.
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