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Access to financial services varies sharply around the world. In many
developing countries less than half the population has an account with
a financial institution, and in most of Africa less than one in five
households do. Lack of access to finance is often the critical
mechanism for generating persistent income inequality, as well as
slower growth. Finance for All?: Policies and Pitfalls in Expanding
Access documents the extent of financial exclusion around the world;
addresses the importance of access to financial services for growth,
equity and poverty reduction; and discusses policy inte
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