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This study of 12 countries provides an overview of recent changes in
national governments' role in the governance of health systems
focusing on efforts to reconfigure responsibilities for health policy
regulation and management; the resultant policy priorities; and the
initial impact. The shift in responsibilities shows little uniform
direction: a number of countries have centralized certain areas of
decision-making or regulation but decentralized others. The study
reviews common trends based on the country cases and assesses
potential future developments.
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Faure argues that, in China, ritual provided the social glue which law
provided in the West. He traces the special lineage institutions for
which south China has been noted and argues that they fostered the
mechanisms which enabled south China to be absorbed into the
imperial Chinese state - first, by introducing rituals that were
acceptable to the state, and second, by providing mechanisms which
made group ownership of property feasible and hence possible to pool
capital for land-reclamation projects important to the state.


