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The international history of the development of the atomic bomb, its

first use against Japan, and the Cold War nuclear arms race that it gave
rise to. - ;The US decision to drop an atomic bomb on the Japanese city
of Hiroshima on 6 August 1945 remains one of the most controversial
events of the twentieth century. However, the controversy over the
rights and wrongs of dropping the bomb has tended to obscure a
number of fundamental and sobering truths about the development of
this fearsome weapon. The principle of killing thousands of enemy
civilians from the air was already well established by



