1. Record Nr.

Autore
Titolo

Pubbl/distr/stampa
ISBN

Descrizione fisica

Altri autori (Persone)
Disciplina
Soggetti

Lingua di pubblicazione
Formato

Livello bibliografico
Note generali

Nota di bibliografia
Nota di contenuto

Sommario/riassunto

UNINA9910778207103321

Ross Stephen F. <1955->

Fans of the world, unite! [[electronic resource] ] : a (capitalist) manifesto
for sports consumers / / Stephen F. Ross, Stefan Szymanski

Stanford, Calif., : Stanford Economics and Finance, 2008

0-8047-6977-X

1 online resource (313 p.)

SzymanskiStefan <1960->

338.4/77960973

Professional sports - Economic aspects - United States
Sports team owners - United States

Monopolies - United States

Competition - United States

Inglese

Materiale a stampa

Monografia

Description based upon print version of record.
Includes bibliographical references and index.

Frontmatter -- Contents -- Acknowledgments -- 1. How Sports Fans

Are Exploited -- 2. Diagnosis and Suggested Cure -- 3. Competitive
Balance -- 4. Borrowing from NASCAR: An Independent Competition
Organizer -- 5. Borrowing from Soccer: Entry by Merit -- 6. How a
Restructured Sports League Would Work -- 7. Comparing This Proposal
to Other Remedies for Monopoly Power -- 8. Half-Loaf, Still-an-
Improvement Compromise Suggestions -- 9. Fans, What We Can
Imagine! -- Notes -- Index

Fans of baseball, football, basketball, and hockey have long been
exploited and oppressed by the monopolistic practices of team owners.
The time has come for a revolution in the organization of major U.S.
sports! Fans of the World, Unite! is a clarion call to sports fans.
Appealing to anyone who is in despair due to the greed and
incompetence of team owners, this book proposes a significant
restructuring of sports leagues. It sets out a rational program for a
revolution that will serve the best interests of the fans and of the sport
itself. But Stephen F. Ross and Stefan Szymanski are no Marxists: they
show how a revolution in the organization of sports might even benefit
the owners. By harnessing the power of markets, sports leagues can be
made both more responsive to the needs of the fans, and more



efficient. Ross and Szymanski have spent many years evaluating the
ways in which leagues work across the globe. Drawing on their
extensive study of leagues, the authors boil down their plan to two
major reforms. Borrowing from NASCAR, they propose that team
owners should not own sports leagues as well. Rather, league
ownership should be separate. Their second proposal is drawn from
soccer: introduce competition through a promotion and relegation
system. In this type of system, the worst teams in the league are kicked
out at the end of the season and replaced by the best performing teams
in the next division down. This gives poor performing teams incentive
to step up their game, and allows fresh blood to enter the leagues if
the poor performers fail to do so. The main goal of these reforms is to
align the financial interest of those who own the league with the best
interests of the fans and the sport. Having laid out the problem and the
solution, the authors skillfully address practical implications of
introducing their scheme, suggesting how leagues might at least make
some changes, if not all of those suggested. The time for change has
come! Armed with this book, and with fairness on their side, fans can
set forth to begin a revolution.
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This book elucidates the complicated relationship between religion and
national consciousness in the modern world, highlighting various cases



in Central and Eastern Europe. Though those analyses, the authors
show how religion, far from disappearing, strongly impacted the
emerging national consciousness. Starting with the pre-modern era in
this region, the book examines the long-term transformation of
religious, political, and social situations of the region. In addition, the
book considers the impact of imperial powers, which tended to be
linked with a universal religion. It finally sheds light on the multifaceted
nature of nations in this region, which contributes to evoke a new
vision of the historical transformation of the region that enriches the
general theories of nationalism.



