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Since 1978 when it embarked on sweeping agricultural and industrial
reforms, China's economic growth has been remarkable. Its success in
transforming itself within just three decades from a very poor low-
income country to a successful middle-income country is unparalleled.
During this period, however, and in contrast to the first 30 years of the
People's Republic, progress in the health sector has been
disappointing. For example, during the period 1980-2007, China
increased its income per head as a percentage of the OECD average
from 3 percent to 15 per cent, but infant mortality fell no faster



