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In this groundbreaking study, Portnoy links antebellum Indian removal
debates with crucial, simultaneous debates about African Americans--
abolition of slavery and African colonization--revealing ways European
American women negotiated prohibitions to make their voices heard.
Situating the debates within contemporary, competing ideas about
race, religion, and nation, Portnoy examines the means by which
women argued for a "right to speak” on national policy.



