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"How do we apply Chairman Mao's Thought to get fat pigs?" Squad
Leader Ho (who knew the most about pigs) replied that, according to
Chairman Mao, one must investigate the problem fully from all sides,
and then integrate practice and theory. Ho concluded that the reason
for our skinny pigs had to be found in one of three areas: the
relationship between the pigs and their natural environment (excluding
man); the relationship between the cadres and the pigs; and the
relationship among the pigs themselves. And so the city slickers, sent
down to the countryside for political reeducation, set out to find the
Thousand-Dollar Pig, much to the bemusement of the local peasants.
The sixteen stories collected in this remarkable book give firsthand
accounts of daily life in contemporary China. From 250 interviews
conducted in Hong Kong between 1972 and 1976, Mr. Frolic has
created charming vignettes that show how individuals from all parts of
China led their lives in the midst of rapid social change and political
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unrest. We hear about oil prospectors, rubber growers, and factory
workers, Widow Wang and her sit-in to get a larger apartment, the
thoroughly corrupt Man Who Loved Dog Meat, the young people who
flew kites to protest antidemocratic tendencies. As fresh and original as
the individual accounts are, common and timeless themes emerge: the
sluggishness of an agrarian society in responding to modernization;
the painful lack of resources in a poor and gigantic country; the
constraints imposed on common people by the bureaucracy; the way in
which individuals outwardly support the system and inwardly resist it;
the limitations of heavy and conflicting doses of ideology in motivating
individuals. But there are also recurrent motifs of economic and social
progress: production rises, illiteracy declines, and socialist values have
impact. A new China has emerged, though change is occurring far more
slowly than its leaders had intended. Mao's People contains much new
information on China both for the general reader and for specialists in
the field. Above all, it is a completely engrossing and vivid glimpse into
the ways of a nation we are only beginning to discover.
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Development of an effective anticancer therapeutic necessitates the
selection of cancer-related or cancer-specific pathways or molecules
that are sensitive to intervention. Several such critical yet sensitive
molecular targets have been recognized, and their specific antagonists
or inhibitors validated as potential therapeutics in preclinical models.



Yet, majority of anticancer principles or therapeutics show limited
success in the clinical translation. Thus, the need for the development
of an effective therapeutic strategy persists. "Altered energy
metabolism™ in cancer is one of the earliest known biochemical
phenotypes which dates back to the early 20th century. The German
scientist, Otto Warburg and his team (Warburg, Wind, Negelein 1926;
Warburg, Wind, Negelein 1927) provided the first evidence that the
glucose metabolism of cancer cells diverge from normal cells. This
phenomenal discovery on deregulated glucose metabolism or cellular
bioenergetics is frequently witnessed in majority of solid malignancies.
Currently, the altered glucose metabolism is used in the clinical
diagnosis of cancer through positron emission tomography (PET)
imaging. Thus, the "deregulated bioenergetics" is a clinically relevant
metabolic signature of cancer cells, hence recognized as one of the
hallmarks of cancer (Hanahan and Weinberg 2011). Accumulating data
unequivocally demonstrate that, besides cellular bioenergetics, cancer
metabolism facilitates several cancer-related processes including
metastasis, therapeutic resistance and so on. Recent reports also
demonstrate the oncogenic regulation of glucose metabolism (e.g.
glycolysis) indicating a functional link between neoplastic growth and
cancer metabolism. Thus, cancer metabolism, which is already
exploited in cancer diagnosis, remains an attractive target for
therapeutic intervention as well. The Frontiers in Oncology Research
Topic "Cancer Metabolism: Molecular Targeting and Implications for
Therapy" emphases on recent advances in our understanding of
metabolic reprogramming in cancer, and the recognition of key
molecules for therapeutic targeting. Besides, the topic also deliberates
the implications of metabolic targeting beyond the energy metabolism
of cancer. The research topic integrates a series of reviews, mini-
reviews and original research articles to share current perspectives on
cancer metabolism, and to stimulate an open forum to discuss
potential challenges and future directions of research necessary to
develop effective anticancer strategies.



