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Ralph Ellison. James Baldwin. Literary and cultural critic Robert Reid-
Pharr asserts that these and other post-World War II intellectuals
announced the very themes of race, gender, and sexuality with which
so many contemporary critics are now engaged. While at its most
elemental Once You Go Black is an homage to these thinkers, it is at
the same time a reconsideration of black Americans as agents, and not
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simply products, of history. Reid-Pharr contends that our current
notions of black American identity are not inevitable, nor


