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Few Americans and even fewer citizens of other nations understand the
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electoral process in the United States. Still fewer understand the role
played by political parties in the electoral process or the ironies within
the system. Participation in elections in the United States is much lower
than in the vast majority of mature democracies. Perhaps this is
because of the lack of competition in a country where only two parties
have a true chance of winning, despite the fact that a large number of
citizens claim allegiance to neither and think badly of both. Or perhaps
it is because in the U.S. cam


