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The rural-urban dichotomy is one of the most influential figures of
thought in history, laying the foundation for academic disciplines such
as rural and urban sociology. The dichotomy rests on the assumption
that rural and urban areas differ fundamentally. By the mid-twentieth
century, scholars had observed that many rural areas displayed a blend
of rural and urban features. Since then, counterurbanisation, urban
sprawl and ever-increasing flows of people, goods and ideas between
rural and urban areas have blurred the distinctions even further.
Attempts to create new rural-urban classification systems, whether
based on factors such as population size, density or distances, have
largely failed. Clearly, new classification systems must use the meaning
of observed changes in rural-urban systems as their point of departure
rather than simple measurements of these changes. These meanings
can, despite the interdependencies of our global world, be explored
only in their political, cultural and economic settings.
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"In this magnum opus... I discovered a book as readable as it was
comprehensive, and as practically relevant to my weekly work with
clients as it was theoretically coherent. For any helping professional
who has ever wondered, "Whatever became of personal construct
theory?" I recommend this book as the definitive, accessible, and eye-
opening answer." - Prof. Robert A. Neimeyer, author of Constructivist
Psychotherapy "Richly researched and elegantly written, this remarkable
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book is destined to become a point of reference not only in the PCP
world but also in the larger field of clinical psychology and
psychotherapy." - Prof. Valeria Ugazio, Scientific Director, European
Institute of Systemic-relational Therapies, Italy This book introduces
Personal and Relational Construct Psychotherapy, a development by the
authors of an approach to psychotherapy originated in the 1950's by
George A. Kelly. Drawing on a lifetime of experience in working with
people in mental health settings, Procter and Winter focus on the
crucial relationships that form the context of human struggles, and
how these can be a fertile resource in problem-resolution. The book
provides step-by-step descriptions of assessment and therapeutic
methods for working with individuals, families, and groups, as well as
exploring the philosophical background of the approach, its application
to formulation, supervision, and reflective practice, its relationships to
other models of psychotherapy, and its evidence base. The book will be
invaluable for psychotherapists, counsellors, and psychologists of all
levels and traditions, and useful for students and trainees in health,
education, social work, and any field involving helping people with the
difficulties of everyday life. Harry Procter is Visiting Professor at the
University of Hertfordshire, and was formerly a Consultant Clinical
Psychologist in the UK National Health Service, specialising for many
years in working with families in both adult and child mental health and
disability settings. David Winter is Professor Emeritus of Clinical
Psychology at the University of Hertfordshire, UK. He has around 200
publications, primarily on personal construct psychology and
psychotherapy research.


