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Foreign direct investment and private capital flows are highly
concentrated geographically, with almost half of them reaching the top
five destinations. These flows tend to evade many high-risk countries,
with the exception of those directed to extractive industries. Regulatory
and contractual risks, particularly in infrastructure, have inhibited
investments in many parts of the developing world. A core objective of
the World Bank Group (WBG) has been to support the flow of private
investment for development; guarantees and insurance have been
among the instruments that the Group has used to p
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This reference work provides an authoritative and comprehensive
review of the latest developments in orchids’ biology, biotechnology
and phytochemistry, and it also explores the applications of orchids in
medicinal chemistry, nutrition and cosmetics industry. Chapters from
expert contributors are organised into six sections and cover the entire
gamut of orchid research and uses. In this work, readers will learn
about topics such as biogeography and diversity of orchids, their
biology and environmental factors, their horticulture and
phytochemistry, and their use in agri-food, medicinal and perfumery
industries. This book will appeal to graduate students, scholars,
researchers interested in botany, agriculture, pharmacy, biotechnology
and phytochemistry. Industrial scientists and those involved in
marketing flowers and phytochemicals, plants and their extracts will
also understand the importance of this reference work.


