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This is the first novel published in Iowa. Printed in Dubuque in 1858, it
was written to recruit emigrants to Iowa; what makes it unique among
emigration literature is the fact that it was directed at women, using the
form of a domestic novel loaded with gentle mothers and stalwart
fathers, flower-gemmed prairies and vine-draped cottages, and lots of
tender words and humble weddings to encourage women to settle in
the new state.  Mary Emilia Rockwell tells the story of Walter and Annie
Judson, who one desperate March night decide to move to the West in
search of a better life. Walter is an exp
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