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Although the essential books of Western civilization are no longer
central in our courses or in our thoughts, they retain their ability to
energize us intellectually, says Jeffrey Hart in this powerful book. He
now presents a guide to some of these literary works, tracing the main
currents of Western culture for all who wish to understand the roots of
their civilization and the basis for its achievements.Hart focuses on the
productive tension between the classical and biblical strains in our
civilization--between a life based on cognition and one based on faith
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and piety. He begins with the Iliad and Exodus, linking Achilles and
Moses as Bronze Age heroic figures. Closely analyzing texts and
illuminating them in unexpected ways, he moves on to Socrates and
Jesus, who "internalized the heroic," continues with Paul and Augustine
and their Christian synthesis, addresses Dante, Shakespeare (Hamlet),
Molière, and Voltaire, and concludes with the novel as represented by
Crime and Punishment and The Great Gatsby. Hart maintains that the
dialectical tensions suggested by this survey account for the
restlessness and singular achievements of the West and that the
essential books can provide the substance and energy currently missed
by both students and educated readers.
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Sokoloff -- The organizing and financing of innovative companies in
the evolution of the U.S. automobile industry / Steven Klepper -- Why
did finance capitalism and the Second Industrial Revolution arise in the
1890s? / Larry Neal, Lance E. Davis -- Funding new industries : a
historical perspective on the financing role of the U.S. stock market in
the twentieth century / Mary A. O'Sullivan -- Stock market swings and
the value of innovation, 1908-1929 / Tom Nicholas -- Financing fiber :
Corning's invasion of the telecommunications market / Margaret B. W.
Graham -- The federal role in financing major innovations : information
technology during the postwar period / Kira R. Fabrizio, David C.
Mowery -- Learning the hard way : IBM and the sources of innovation in
early computing / Steven W. Usselman -- Trading knowledge : an
exploration of patent protection and other determinants of market
transactions in technology and R&D / Ashish Arora, Marco Ceccagnoli,
Wesley M. Cohen -- The governance of new firms : a functional
perspective / Josh Lerner -- Real effects of knowledge capital on going
public and market valuation / Michael R. Darby, Lynne G. Zucker.
Leading economists and economic historians offer case studies and
theoretical perspectives that fill a longstanding gap in the existing
literature on technology-driven industrial development, discussing the
interaction of finance and technological innovat.


