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Special relativity provides the foundations of our knowledge of space
and time. Without it, our understanding of the world, and its place in

the universe, would be unthinkable. This book gives a concise,
elementary, yet exceptionally modern, introduction to special relativity.
It is a gentle yet serious 'first encounter’, in that it conveys a true
understanding rather than purely reports the basic facts. Only very
elementary mathematical knowledge is needed to master it (basichigh-
school maths), yet it will leave the reader with a sound understanding
of the subject. Special Relativity: A First



