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Pure, Strong and Sexless explores the representation of gender and
sexuality of peasant women in turn of the century Russian culture
through the writings of populist writer Gleb Uspensky. Uspensky's
numerous works address a range of issues related to sexuality,
including infanticide, abortion, prostitution, adultery and venereal
disease. This is the first comprehensive study of populist's fantasies in
regard to the peasant woman's body as a non-sexed utopian body
within Russian fin-de-siecle sexual discourse. Included in this book is
the first English translation of the diary of Uspensky's psychiatrist, Dr
Boris Sinani. This frank account portrays the tragic decline of a
sensitive observer and writer into the psychotic and delusionary world
of schizophrenia. This work is an invaluable source for students of
Russian literature, gender studies, and history of psychiatry.



