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Nazism, myth, and meaning -- A world turned upside down: Weimar
chaos and the culture of apocalypse -- The turning point: Racial
apocalypse or racial salvation -- Seeing the light: The Nazi conversion
experience -- Hitler as Messiah -- The Messiah legitimated: Linking
the leader and the led -- Final empire, final war, final solution -- The
Hitler gospels and old guard testimonials: Reconstructing a mythical
world.

After World War I, German citizens sought not merely relief from the
political, economic, social, and cultural upheaval which wracked Weimar
Germany, but also mental salvation. With promises of order, prosperity,
and community, Adolph Hitler fulfilled a profoundly spiritual need on
behalf of those who converted to Nazism, and thus became not only
Fuhrer, but Messiah contends David Redles, who believes that
millenarian sentiment was central to the rise of Nazism. As opposed to
many works which depersonalize Nazism by focusing on institutional
factors, Redles offers a fresh view of the impact an



