
UNINA99107775030033211. Record Nr.

Titolo Experiment in occupation : witness to the turnabout : anti-Nazi war to
Cold War, 1944 -1946 / / Arthur D. Kahn

Pubbl/distr/stampa University Park, Pennsylvania : , : The Pennsylvania State University
Press, , [2004]
©2004

ISBN 0-271-02275-2

Descrizione fisica 1 online resource (xvii, 227 p. )

Disciplina 943.087/4

Soggetti Military government - Germany
World War, 1939-1945
Germany History 1945-1955

Lingua di pubblicazione Inglese

Formato

Livello bibliografico

Note generali Bibliographic Level Mode of Issuance: Monograph

Nota di bibliografia

Nota di contenuto

Includes bibliographical references and index.

Sommario/riassunto

Why we fight! -- Soviet partisans and Soviet suspicions, Summer 1944
-- "We do not call upon the Germans to revolt", Fall 1944 -- The
capture-liberation of Metz -- The Battle of the Bulge, Winter 1944-
1945 -- Mainz: investigating a pre-VE Day military government, Spring
1945 -- Interrogating victims of Nazism and Nazis -- Wuerzburg:
another military government experience -- "What we Russians like to
consider as a typical American!" -- Policy clash in military government
-- "Crack Patton's military government wide open!", Summer 1945 --
"If only you Americans weren't here...!" -- Patton's last stand --
Elections, the American cure-all, Fall 1945 -- Rehearsal for
McCarthyism -- Triumph of the Cold Warriors -- A military government
in crisis, Winter 1945-1946 -- Elections: the American panacea II --
Democracy, American zone style! -- Summing up and the collective
guilt issue, Spring 1946 -- Demoralized GIs -- Epilogue: 1946-1947.
As a participant in many of the events he writes about in Experiment in
Occupation, Arthur Kahn offers a richly detailed account of the process
by which the fight against Nazism came to be transformed into the
Cold War. His story reveals how those in the Military Government of
Germany who were dedicated to carrying out the war aims promulgated
by Roosevelt and Eisenhower for a thorough democratization of
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Germany were ultimately defeated in their confrontation with powerful
elements in the Military Government and in Washington who were more
intent upon launching a preemptive war against the Soviet Union than
upon the eradication of Nazism and German militarism. A twenty-
three-year-old OSS operative, Arthur Kahn was assigned after D-Day to
a psychological warfare unit, where at first he supervised prisoner-of-
war interrogations and then served as an editor of intelligence.
Instructed to respond to requests from Supreme Headquarters, he
drafted proposals for psychological warfare approaches to critical
situations at the front only to discover that a SHAEF directive banned
calls to the Germans to revolt. Subsequently Kahn served in liaison with
the Soviets and during the Battle of the Bulge at Montgomery's British
headquarters. For several months before and after VE Day he traveled
through the American Zone as an intelligence investigator and wrote a
report that led to the dismissal of General George S. Patton as Military
Governor of Bavaria. Appointed Chief Editor of Intelligence of the
Information Control Division, he produced the most influential
intelligence weekly in the American Zone. Kahn's portrayal of events in
postwar Germany provides warnings for current and future American
experiments in foreign occupation.


