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About the Contributors

Despite their significant contributions to the American theater, African
American dramatists have received less critical attention than novelists
and poets. This reference offers thorough critical assessments of the
lives and works of African American playwrights from the 19th century
to the present. The book alphabetically arranges entries on more than
60 dramatists, including James Baldwin, Arna Bontemps, Ossie Davis,
Zora Neale Hurston, and Richard Wright. Each entry is written by an
expert contributor and includes a biography, a discussion of major
works and themes, a summary of the playwr


