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In this gripping ethnography, Jeffrey J. Sallaz goes behind the scenes of
the global casino industry to investigate the radically different worlds
of work and leisure he found in identically designed casinos in the
United States and South Africa. Seamlessly weaving political and
economic history with his own personal experience, Sallaz provides a
riveting account of two years spent working among both countries'
casino dealers, pit bosses, and politicians. While the popular
imagination sees the Nevada casino as a hedonistic world of
consumption, The Labor of Luck shows that the "Vegas experience" is
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made possible only through a variety of systems regulating labor,
capital, and consumers, and that because of these complex dynamics,
the Vegas casino cannot be seamlessly picked up and replicated
elsewhere. Sallaz's fresh and path-breaking approach reveals how neo-
liberal versus post-colonial forms of governance produce divergent
worlds at the tables, and how politics, profits, and pleasure have come
together to shape everyday life in the new economy.
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Shane Crotty's biography of David Baltimore details the life and work of
one of the most brilliant, powerful, and controversial scientists of our
time. Although only in his early sixties, Baltimore has made major
discoveries in molecular biology, established the prestigious Whitehead
Institute at MIT, been president of Rockefeller University, won the Nobel
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Prize, and been vilified by detractors in one of the most scandalous and
protracted investigations of scientific fraud ever. He is now president of
Caltech and a leader in the search for an AIDS vaccine. Crotty not only
tells the compelling story of this larger-than-life figure, he also treats
the reader to a lucid account of the amazing revolution that has
occurred in biology during the past forty years. Basing his narrative on
many personal interviews, Crotty recounts the milestones of Baltimore's
career: completing his Ph.D. at Rockefeller University in eighteen
months, participating in the anti-Vietnam War movement, winning a
Nobel Prize at age thirty-seven for the codiscovery of reverse
transcriptase, and co-organizing the recombinant DNA/genetic
engineering moratorium. Along the way, readers learn what viruses are
and what they do, what cancer is and how it happens, the complexities
of the AIDS problem, how genetic engineering works, and why making
a vaccine is a complicated process. And, as Crotty considers Baltimore's
public life, he retells the famous scientific fraud saga and Baltimore's
vindication after a decade of character assassination. Crotty possesses
the alchemical skill of converting technical scientific history into
entertaining prose as he conveys Baltimore's huge ambitions, intensity,
scientific genius, attitude toward science and politics, and Baltimore's
own view about what happened in the "Baltimore Affair." Ahead of the
Curve shows why with his complex personality, keen involvement in
public issues, and wide-ranging interests David Baltimore has not only
shaped the face of American science as we know it today, but has also
become a presence in our culture.
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In his latest work on the social consequences of religious commitment,
Jay Newman reveals in clear and concise fashion the extent to which
competitiveness is an essential feature of religious life. His assessment
charts various classical strategies that have been proposed for either
eliminating such competitiveness or directing it into appropriate
channels. After a detailed philosophical analysis of the nature and value
of competition, the author examines competition between
denominations and within denominations, and considers religious
competition in some of its less obvious forms. In the process of
evaluating the methods for curbing religious competition advocated by
such thinkers as Spinoza and Lessing, as well as by modern
ecumenists, the author points the way to a general approach to
religious competition that minimizes destructive religious conflicts
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without ignoring the positive value of religious competition.


