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Sommario/riassunto Depuis les années 1980, une approche nouvelle s’est imposée autour

de la construction en reprenant le principe archéologique de la
stratigraphie des unités et des faits. Plusieurs rencontres depuis 2001
ont pu témoigner de ces avancées et il devenait nécessaire de
confronter tous les acteurs concernés dans un colloque international.
Cette archéologie dépasse les études architecturales traditionnelles qui
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reposaient essentiellement sur les formes et les grandes étapes de
changement visibles a I'ceil depuis le sol. Le bati apparait aujourd’hui
non comme uniquement un ensemble de formes inscrites dans I
histoire mais comme une structure complexe toujours en
renouvellement. La construction n’est plus celle d’'un type entrant dans
des cases mais celle d’'un lieu aux fonctions et aux usages ayant évolué
avec le temps. Sa permanence comme sa disparition nous interroge.
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Communal form and the transitional culture of the eighteenth-century



Sommario/riassunto

novel -- Terra nullius, cannibalism, and the natural law of

appropriation in Robinson Crusoe -- Henry Fielding and the common
law of plenitude -- Commodity fetishism in heterogeneous spaces --
Ann Radcliffe and the political economy of Gothic space -- Scottish law
and Waverley's museum of property.

In Eighteenth-Century Fiction and the Law of Property, Wolfram
Schmidgen draws on legal and economic writings to analyse the
description of houses, landscapes, and commodities in eighteenth-
century fiction. His study argues that such descriptions are important

to the British imagination of community. By making visible what it
means to own something, they illuminate how competing concepts of
property define the boundaries of the individual, of social community,
and of political systems. In this way, Schmidgen recovers description as
a major feature of eighteenth-century prose, and he makes his case
across a wide range of authors, including Daniel Defoe, Henry Fielding,
William Blackstone, Adam Smith, and Ann Radcliffe. The book's most
incisive theoretical contribution lies in its careful insistence on the unity
of the human and the material: in Schmidgen's argument, persons and
things are inescapably entangled. This approach produces fresh
insights into the relationship between law, literature, and economics.



