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Ask for the tragic and Europe will answer. Leaving behind the
philosophers’ enthusiasm of the nineteenth century, ‘tragedy’ and ‘the
tragic’ now seem little more than vague containers. However, it appears
that we still discover a tragic essence in our personal lives. Time and
again tragedy is being registered, written down and staged. This book
wants to open a contemporary philosophical perspective on the tragic.
What is the locus of tragedy? Does it relate to metaphysics, the gods,
destiny, and chance? Or is it a matter of ethics, of the Law and its
transgression? Does man himself occupy the locus of tragedy, because
of his unreasonable and boundless desires, as many philosophers have
suggested? Is man today still able to account for his tragic condition?
Or do we locate the tragic first and foremost in the esthetic
imagination? Is not the theatrical genre of tragedy the locus authenticus
of all things tragic? Is there more to the tragic than drama and play?
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The sudden shift to remote education in response to the COVID-19
pandemic created both a unique challenge and a unique opportunity.
Students and instructors alike were required to quickly adapt to the
digital classroom, adjusting methods, material, and pedagogical
approaches on the fly. Bringing together twenty-five interviews from
the frontline of emergency remote education, Voices from the Digital
Classroom portrays the struggles, innovations, and resilience of



students, instructors, and educational professionals in the face of
COVID-19. These interviews offer a unique, of-the-moment

perspective on an exceptional time. Complemented by additional voices
that expand on stories told to reflect on challenges, successes, and
lessons learned, Voices from the Digital Classroom is both a time-
capsule and a vision for the future. It provides new insights into
pandemic teaching and learning, a remarkable lens into the daily
realities of the digital classroom, and an inspiration for the future of
remote education in a post-pandemic world.



