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Institutional crises have been continuously imbedded in weak
accountability. In Latin America, human rights' violations catalyze the
outcomes of such crises. In the aim of understanding the housing
crisis, this research evidenced a vicious cycle in Brazil and Chile:
despite the creation of massive social housing programs, the lack of
adequate housing particularly affects the most-poor due to weak
accountability. The comparison of legal accountability relations in the
urban social housing ownership models Minha Casa, Minha Vida, from
Brazil, and D.S. 49, D.S. 1, and D.S. 19, from Chile, revealed several of
those inconsistencies, but also advised on concrete solutions to their
accountability relations inspired by the rights-based approach. Policies
fall short on the organization of responsibilities to duty-bearers, whose
weak obligations to inform, justify or respond neutralize concrete
chances of enforcing redress or grievance. In such a scenario, this
research showed that the most-vulnerable remain hindered from
accessing the minimum existential and, particularly, adequate housing.
The solution is obvious: the respect, protection and fulfillment of



human rights must be used as means and goals of those or any other
policies and institutional structures.
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This is yet another indispensable volume for all probabilists and
collectors of the Saint-Flour series, and is also of great interest for
mathematical physicists. It contains two of the three lecture courses
given at the 32nd Probability Summer School in Saint-Flour (July 7-24,
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2002). Boris Tsirelson's lectures introduce the notion of nonclassical
noise produced by very nonlinear functions of many independent
random variables, for instance singular stochastic flows or oriented
percolation. Two examples are examined (noise made by a Poisson
snake, the Brownian web). A new framework for the scaling limit is
proposed, as well as old and new results about noises, stability, and
spectral measures. Wendelin Werner's contribution gives a survey of
results on conformal invariance, scaling limits and properties of some
two-dimensional random curves. It provides a definition and properties
of the Schramm-Loewner evolutions, computations (probabilities,
critical exponents), the relation with critical exponents of planar
Brownian motions, planar self-avoiding walks, critical percolation,
loop-erased random walks and uniform spanning trees.


