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“A rare effort that prompts us to consider that conspiracy theories exist
as do conspiracies. Finding a way to hold both phenomena in our
minds without letting one overwhelm the other is a task and project
that few are willing to undertake. Thank goodness Hellinger does it.” —
Jack Z. Bratich, Associate Professor of Communications, Rutgers
University “This is a cracking book. A fantastically rich and compelling
analysis. It fills a lacuna of social science theorization of conspiracy



with a superbly crafted and updated contribution.” — Julia Buxton,

British Academy Global Professor, Criminology, University of
Manchester Conspiracies and Conspiracy Theory in the Age of Trump
stands out in the burgeoning literature on conspiracism with its call for
political scientists to analyze not only “conspiracy theory” as political
pathology but conspiracies themselves as political behavior
symbiotically related to moral hazards and other forces unleashed by
dark money, disinformation, changing technologies, and globalization.
This new updated edition extends this analysis to the belief by many
Americans that the 2020 election was stolen, resistance to social
measures to counter the Covid epidemic, attempts by Trump and his
allies to “stop the steal,” and the resulting mob insurrection at the
Capitol on January 6. We likely will see both conspiracism and actual
conspiracies play a greater role due to institutional decay in American
politics. For this reason, political scientists need to analyse and

theorize the role of conspiracies in politics—why they prosper and falil,
how conspiracies may inflect political outcomes, what relationship they
bear to social forces unleashed by great economic and social change.
Daniel C. Hellinger is Professor Emeritus of Political Science at Webster
University, USA. Among his previous publications are “Paranoia,
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Politics of Latin America: Democracy at Last? (2014), and (co-editor,
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