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"The Book of the Order of Chivalry was written in Catalan by Ramon
Llull between 1274 and 1276 and is one of the author's earliest works.
After his death, it achieved a wide dissemination throughout Europe in
part because it was considered the theoretical manual on knighthood
par excellence. The book was written in Catalan for knights who might
not have a knowledge of Latin. Llull devotes his treatise to the
definition of the duties of a perfect knight. In addition, he is interested
in delving into the religious and moral aspects of chivalry as well as in
trying to reform this institution. This edition is based on the Catalan
text from Luanco's Libro de la Orden de Caballeria del B. Raimundo
Lulio, which is included here in facsimile format thanks to the
generosity of the Reial Academia de Bones Lletres de Barcelona. To this
are added new Spanish and contemporary English translations. In
addition, this volume includes an edition of Caxton's 16th century
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English translation"--Provided by publisher.
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On 26 December 2004 at 6.58 hours, a massive earthquake with its
epicentre outside the coast of Sumatra generated a series of gigantic
waves, tsunamis. At 8.35 hours the waves reached the eastern and
southern coastline of Sri Lanka, crushing hundreds of villages and
towns, killing and maiming tens of thousands of people within seconds.
When the waves pulled back, and the ocean calmed down, local people
came running to the scene to help.In the first couple of days after the
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disaster the survivors and their helpers had to manage largely on their
own. When the professional experts arrived, most of them without any
prior knowledge about the country, they took full command over the
situation, brushing aside the local communities and their indigenous
emergency systems. At this stage, those who were meant to die had
already succumbed, and most of the wounded had received assistance
from friends and neighbours.Today, more than ten years after, those
parts of Sri Lanka that were damaged by the disaster are for the greater
part reconstructed, some places even to a more advanced level than
before. This has, however, not been a smooth and pain free process.
This book is about what happened in the southern district of
Hambantota during the disaster, and in the relief, rehabilitation and
reconstruction process after the Indian Ocean Tsunami.


