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The world is in a second nuclear age in which regional powers play an
increasingly prominent role. These states have small nuclear arsenals,
often face multiple active conflicts, and sometimes have weak
institutions. How do these nuclear states-and potential future ones-
manage their nuclear forces and influence international conflict?
Examining the reasoning and deterrence consequences of regional
power nuclear strategies, this book demonstrates that these strategies
matter greatly to international stability and it provides new insights into
conflict dynamics across important areas of the world such as the
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Middle East, East Asia, and South Asia. Vipin Narang identifies the
diversity of regional power nuclear strategies and describes in detail
the posture each regional power has adopted over time. Developing a
theory for the sources of regional power nuclear strategies, he offers
the first systematic explanation of why states choose the postures they
do and under what conditions they might shift strategies. Narang then
analyzes the effects of these choices on a state's ability to deter
conflict. Using both quantitative and qualitative analysis, he shows that,
contrary to a bedrock article of faith in the canon of nuclear deterrence,
the acquisition of nuclear weapons does not produce a uniform
deterrent effect against opponents. Rather, some postures deter
conflict more successfully than others. Nuclear Strategy in the Modern
Era considers the range of nuclear choices made by regional powers
and the critical challenges they pose to modern international security.
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"This grammar provides a grammatical description of Palula, an Indo-
Aryan language of the Shina group. The language is spoken by about
10,000 people in the Chitral district in Pakistan's Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Province. This is the first extensive description of the formerly little-
documented Palula language, and is one of only a few in-depth studies
available for languages in the extremely multilingual Hindukush-
Karakoram region. The grammar is based on original fieldwork data,
collected over the course of about ten years, commencing in 1998. It is
primarily in the form of recorded, mainly narrative, texts, but
supplemented by targeted elicitation as well as notes of observed
language use. All fieldwork was conducted in close collaboration with
the Palula-speaking community, and a number of native speakers took
active part in the process of data gathering, annotation and data
management. The main areas covered are phonology, morphology and
syntax, illustrated with a large number of example items and
utterances, but also a few selected lexical topics of some prominence
have received a more detailed treatment as part of the morphosyntactic
structure. Suggestions for further research that should be undertaken
are given throughout the grammar. The approach is theory-informed
rather than theory-driven, but an underlying functional-typological
framework is assumed. Diachronic development is taken into account,
particularly in the area of morphology, and comparisons with other
languages and references to areal phenomena are included insofar as
they are motivated and available. The description also provides a brief
introduction to the speaker community and their immediate
environment."


