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Human societies are highly exposed to climate and weather conditions..
This applies in particular to the pre-industrial period. This volume
presents a comprehensive and detailed climate reconstruction for the
area of the Burgundian Low Countries in the 15th century. The
reconstruction consists of two parts. Detailed weather descriptions
from contemporary sources are complemented by systematised indices
of seasonal temperature and precipitation patterns.The climate
reconstruction serves as the basis for research on the impact of the
weather on the economy of the Burgundian Low Countries. For the late
Middle Ages grain prices are a very reliable economic indicator. Grain,
an indispensable staple food and important merchandise, is directly
exposed to the weather for the major part of the year. Statistical
analyses of the price development of different grains in conjunction
with the seasonal climate indices show a close interlinkage of the two
variables. However, climate condition is only one of many factors
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impacting on grain price; the other factors are also presented and
discussed in detail.Finally, the analysis of the development of grain
prices reveals three phases of clearly increased prices in the 15th
century: during the second half of the 1430s, at the beginning of the
1480s and during the last years of the 1480s until the beginning of the
1490s. The reasons for these grain price peaks, including weather
conditions but also economic, political and other factors are outlined in
the volume.
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Preliminary Materials / R.B. Ter Haar Romeny -- Jacob Of Edessa’s Life
And Work: A Biographical Sketch / Alison Salvesen -- Jacob And Early
Islamic Edessa / Robert Hoyland -- The Chronicle Of Jacob Of Edessa /
Witold Witakowski -- Jewish Pseudepigrapha In Jacob Of Edessa’s
Letters And Historical Writings / William Adler -- Greetings To A
Virtuous Man The Correspondence Of Jacob Of Edessa / Jan J. Van
Ginkel -- Jacob Of Edessa And Canon Law / Herman G.B. Teule -- The
Canons Of Jacob Of Edessa In The Perspective Of The Christian Identity
Of His Day / Konrad D. Jenner -- The Textual Vorlagen For Jacob Of
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Edessa’s Revision Of The Books Of Samuel / Richard J. Saley -- Jacob Of
Edessa’s Version Of 1-2 Samuel: Its Method And Text-Critical Value /
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Jacob of Edessa (c.640-708) is considered the most learned Christian of
the early days of Islam. In all fifteen contributions to this volume,

written by prominent specialists, the interaction between Christianity,
Judaism, and the new religion is an important issue. The articles
discuss Jacob’s biography as well as his position in early Islamic
Edessa, and give a full picture of the various aspects of Jacob of Edessa’
s life and work as a scholar and clergyman. Attention is paid to his
efforts in the fields of historiography, correspondence, canon law, text
and interpretation of the Bible, language and translation, theology,
philosophy, and science. The book, which marks the 1300th

anniversary of Jacob’s death, also contains a bibliographical clavis.



