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Despite a rather conflicted origin and a controversial genealogy, the
Fatimids were one of the most promising and flourishing dynasties in
Islam. Their two-century reign, from 969 to 1171, represents a
significant period in the history of the medieval Mediterranean. The
dynasty took its first steps in Ifrigiya, present-day Tunisia, and from
there extended their rule throughout North Africa until the capture of
Egypt. Sicily, conquered by the Muslims in the 9th century, also fell
under Fatimid rule until 1091, the date of the Norman conquest of the
island. In this historical context, the book attempts to shed light on the
main events starting with the architecture built in North Africa and the
cultural exchanges between the two shores of the Mediterranean.



