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This book includes studies that employ a variety of research techniques
from diverse fields targeting a better understanding of the second
language (L2)/foreign language (FL) acquisition process including
issues of heritage language (HL) learning. Specifically, the chapters
discuss matters such as speech perception and production patterns in a
second/foreign language, factors that facilitate second language
acquisition, acquisition of heritage languages, teaching of a
second/foreign language, and acquisition of second/foreign language
grammatical and other structures, among others. The investigation of
L2/FL and HLs is of paramount importance for updating the existing
theories in the field and maximizing learning outcomes for the sake of
effective communication, cultivation of intercultural understanding,
career advancement, and personal development. The book is of interest
to a wide range of disciplinary audiences, including linguists,
psychologists, educators, and social scientists. Georgios P. Georgiou is
an Assistant Professor in the Department of Languages and Literature
of the University of Nicosia, Cyprus. His research interests include
phonetics and phonology with particular emphasis on speech
perception and production, psycholinguistics, and speech-language
pathology. Aretousa Giannakou is a Lecturer in the Department of
Languages and Literature of the University of Nicosia, Cyprus. Her
research interests include comparative syntax, bi-/multilingualism,
language attrition, heritage languages, particularly Greek and (Latin
American) Spanish, as well as educational linguistics and intercultural
education. Christine Savvidou is an Associate Professor in the
Department of Languages and Literature of the University of Nicosia,
Cyprus. Her research interests include language teacher education,
second language teaching and learning, technology enhanced language
learning, and higher education more broadly.



