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Long before Edith Piaf sang "La vie en rose," her predecessors took to
the stage of the belle epoque music hall, singing of female desire, the
treachery of men, the harshness of working-class life, and the rough
neighborhoods of Paris. Icon of working-class femininity and the
underworld, the realist singer signaled the emergence of new cultural
roles for women as well as shifts in the nature of popular
entertainment. Chanteuse in the City provides a genealogy of realist
performance through analysis of the music hall careers and film roles
of Mistinguett, Josephine Baker, Fréhel, and Damia. Above all, Conway
offers a fresh interpretation of 1930's French cinema, emphasizing its
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love affair with popular song and its close connections to the music hall
and the café-concert. Conway uncovers an important tradition of
female performance in the golden era of French film, usually viewed as
a cinema preoccupied with masculinity. She shows how-in films such as
Pépé le Moko, Le Crime de Monsieur Lange, and Zouzou-the realist
chanteuse addresses female despair at the hopelessness of love.
Conway also sheds light on the larger cultural implications of the shift
from the intimate café-concert to the spectacular music hall, before the
talkies displaced both kinds of live performance altogether.
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A free open access ebook is available upon publication. Learn more at
www.luminosoa.org. As conceptualized throughout this richly
illustrated book, the Bastille Effect represents the unique ways that
former prisons and detention centers are transformed, both physically
and culturally. In their afterlives, these sites deliver critiques of political
imprisonment and the sustained efforts to hold perpetrators
accountable for state violence. However, for that narrative to surface,
the sites are cleansed of their profane past, and in some cases clergy
are even enlisted to perform purifying rituals that grant the sites a new
place identity as memorials. For example, at Villa Grimaldi, a former
detention and torture center in Santiago, Chile, activists condemn the
brutal Pinochet dictatorship by honoring the memory of victims,
allowing the space to emerge as a ";park for peace."; Throughout the
Southern Cone of Latin America, and elsewhere around the globe,
carceral sites have been dramatically repurposed into places of
enlightenment that offer inspiring allegories of human rights.
Interpreting the complexities of those common threads, this book
weaves together a broad range of cultural, interdisciplinary, and critical
thought to offer new insights into the study of political imprisonment,
collective memory, and postconflict societies.


