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This book is about how water becomes people - or, put another way,
how people and water flow together and shape each other. While the
focus of the book is on the relationships held between water and
people, it also has a broader message about human relationships with
the environment generally - a message that illustrates not only that
people are existentially entangled with the material world, but that the
materials of the world shape, determine and enable humans to be
'humans' in the ways that they are. Offering a selection of
anthropological examples from Kenya, Wales and Spain to illustrate
how water's materiality coproductively generates the way people are
able to engage with water, this book uses cross-disciplinary
perspectives to provide and promote a new analytic - one that
encourages ethical, holistic and sustainable relationships with the
world around us. This approach challenges representations that ignore,
sidestep or are blind to the fleshy materiality of being human, and aims
to encourage a re-imagining of the world that acknowledges humanity
as intrinsically active-with and part of the fabric of the collection of
materials we call planet Earth.



