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The diaries of Nationalist diplomat Liu Zerong shed precious light on a
critical period of modern Chinese history and Sino-Soviet relations
during the turbulent 1940s in the hotly contested borderlands regions
of Central Asia. As one of the few Chinese diplomats of the era who
could move within both Chinese and Russian cultural circles with ease,
Liu provides fresh new insights into complex diplomatic negotiations
that heretofore have only been viewed from the Soviet or Chinese side.
Liu's diaries will become required reading for scholars of Xinjiang and
Central Asia during the twentieth century." ---Justin Jacobs, Associate
Professor of History, American University “The years 1940–49 were a
crucial decade for China. In the move from World War II to the civil war
and the split across the Taiwan Straits, the role played by the Soviet
Union was extremely pivotal. Liu Zerong’s diaries provide us with an
insider perspective to understand the evolution of Sino-Soviet relations,
especially the origins of the tensions in Xinjiang. This is a heavyweight
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historical material.” ---Hsiao-ting Lin, Research Fellow and Curator of
Modern China/Taiwan, Hoover Institution, Stanford University This
book sheds important new light on Sino-Soviet relations and the
politics of the Xinjiang region, publishing for the first time the
complete diaries of Liu Zerong, who served as diplomat and foreign
ministry envoy from 1940-49. In doing so it provides a chronicle of the
downfall of Nationalist Party rule in the crucial frontier region of
Xinjiang and its incorporation into the People’s Republic of China. The
diaries are introduced with a biographical study of Liu, and a discussion
of China’s international position during World War II and the post-war
situation in Xinjiang, which at the time was divided between a sphere of
GMD control and the Soviet-aligned East Turkistan Republic. Both in
the Moscow embassy, and in the Xinjiang provincial administration in
Ürümchi, Liu Zerong was Republican China’s most senior Russian-
speaking representative, whose task it was to engage on a daily basis
with his Soviet counterparts. His extensive diaries therefore offer a
unique insight into this tense decade of Sino-Soviet diplomacy, and will
be of interest to a wide range of scholars in fields of Chinese and
international history. David Brophy is a Senior Lecturer in Modern
Chinese History, University of Sydney, Camperdown NSW. Leonella Liu
grew up in Beijing before moving to Australia to live and work. Chris
McDowell worked as a project manager in the IT industry.


